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Opport r in& during the la1t w: of Ma.7 and the first 
few dqs of June have greatly improv d the already xce lent crop 
pro peotl in Mont , South D ota, nne ota and ieconain. North 
Dakota wa.e not eo fortunate and atanda in need of a soaking rain 
that wi 1 cover th entire dietrict. The weather station at Bi marek 
reportl the dryest 1 in 42 years. The Vr.3.atem end of the at.a.ta, 
pa.l't of the south rn portion parts of the east rn portion have 
had the benefit o moderat showers. The remainder of the stat baa 
not benefited. Rye a.s already be n severely damage I an there i 
a possibility th t if r in does not come within a fevr d~s, that 
wheat too may begin to allow in.1ury from dr weather. 

It 11 now evi ent that overt e i9trict a a whole the 
crop acreage ha been con ider hly increa ed. In onta.na, wh r 
t ere was cone derable winter killed wheat, t e damage has be n re­
paired by pring planting, an in the Yello\Vstone Valley and generally 
through the eastern portion , very large crop has gone into the 

oun • North Dakota la acre ge is the 1 rge t in the hi tory of the 
et ate• ue to the remarkable campaign for a ri,cord breaking acr age 
which w s conducted by ~ank :nd ba.mter • The heat creage is f om 
5 to 7 pe cent greater than a year a.go. There are good increases in 
barley- and oats I and a. ub tant ial increase in the ount of flax 
plante • crop production work undertaken by the North ota banks 
ha involv d seve al mill ion ollar of loans, and c dit ha b en 
freely xtende to all repu.table araera . 

In the western and north 1tern portions of Minmsota, an 
increase amount o e t has been ao , and acr ag s or other crop 
a.re l rger than ye r ago . S0t1th Dakota re.ports good increases in 
small grains and. 1 rge increa e in the corn acreage, vm.iah is tN 
swell of aouthern ~innesota and aconain. In l part• of the 

di trict, growing crops pre ent a fine a:pp aranc • Th continued 
cool weather has caused the pl te to root deeply, azld th a l 
graJ.na how promiae of a good atand and heavy yield. During 
the nigh ts were uniformly eo ol , an from e ome 1 oca.l 1 ties , heavy 
frosts we e report d, but no a.pPreciable damage re ulted. 

Should North Dakota receive the early June rains that a.r 
now nee ed, the outlook for the diatrict as a hole will be as good 
a the Northwest has ever had t this son of the year. Canadian 
reports are not encouraging. The wheat ac ea e 1 con idera.bly le a 
t an normal., an planting was gener lly late it:i the orthwest prov­
ince , The yield th t m:cy be expected from the wbsat territory in 
the Canadian ortbwe t will be re c to such an extent as to put 
a consid rabl burden upon the ~rain raisin sectiona of thi district. 
This is a ctor of importance in connection with the prospective 
1 at su ply o t e United States and its allies, and is consid red 

as further evidence that farmers will receive very favorable prices 
for eat t is 1, a.s ell as ~oo return• upon other small gr ins 

d corn. Un r thee conditions, the crop in thi di trict, if it 
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matu e without et ck•, will be extra ly prof1tabl , and ill brig 
re t prosperity in it e. 

Th bu 1n • outlook t the la.r r cen ers generally good, 
except that con truction is somewhat interfere wit by the high prie 
of labor and terie.l • The electrical trade, n classes of 1 bor 
uch as ca.rpent r , plum r team.fitter , and other that a.re e-

pendent upon business and re idence buildin , have suff re somewhat. 
Th buying power of the people seems to be in no way impaired, s i 
evid ced by the very a ti f ctory- volume of retail trad , and good 
demand from all country point• upon the ahipp r an 1 ri bu ing 
houses of the cities. Countey retail r ar o d ring car fully, and 
on count of high p ic , have been keeping the r ocke down to 
moderate 12e. The di culties with many classes of good• tha hav 
been ow in coming fo r from th ma.nufactur r , still continue. 
Eastern concerns, e pecially t ose af ected by war order, ref 
behind on deliver1 a. 

The condition o coun ry tr e, an the ae ivity t the 
larger centers, indicates th t bu ine s prosp rity will c6n inu 
througb.out the aunmer, an tha t e cru.llook will be i rove 1 propor­
tion to the succe s with which the growin crop withstand e la e 
. une d al"ly uly ot weather. The opinion ia .free 1 expresaed on 
very band that sh ul t e orth\ ea .a.rve t the crop that is now in 

prospect, 11 th can shake it b sine t prosperity for a year and a 
h f to come, an banks an financial institutions will make ne 
record.I a.a to their deposit Industrial concern within tbe district 

every activ, are mes ing with a strong demand for staple goods 
1 spite of high prices. Such war order bueines as there 1■, i 
indirect product of w r conditions, rather than the reeul of direct 
order•, aince most of the contract upon ich mann.facturing concern 

t work have been completed. I 1• notice ble that concerna in 
at lmh· e, omp§,nie manufacturing arm t ajo and 
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are busy and a.re making a.ti factory profi a in api te of the high co t 
cf material and the considerable advance in labor cost comp re 
w1 th ye ago . 

The Ninth Reserve Di trict ha responded plendidly to th, 
call of the Government nd is r pidly absorbing many millions of 
Liberty Bond • More than 4,000 bankers an business IIBU are voluntarily 
serv up n cou:mitteae, and covering every- township an county in 
area t at cont ins 436,000 equar miles. The remarkable record made by 

nne polis of r iBing $10 .000 1000 for the Loan in eight d 1a follow d 
by t. Paul I which on pportionment of $6,000 ,000, r ed $8,500 ,ooo 
by Dul th, vmich on an apportionment of. ,436,000 raised $2,750,000, 
by ought on, Michigan ( cit '1 and county) wh ch on an apportionment of 
1,650,000 has r d 2,700 1000, an by other citi sand to 

in ·hieh campaigns a.re in progress. The dif ioulti o organiz tion 
in territory t t embraces 1. ole or in part six iffe ent ta.tee, 
and whiob is 1500 miles long, ar obvious. Six separate state or ani­
z tions wer lnstitut , an as fast a.a comp eted, each built u: 1 s o 

chin ry for reaching t e pu.blie. The dif icu.lties of reaching the 
people o the Ninth Reserve District , en fully 90 perc nt of 
entire area 1 rm and, wee conaiderable and. neoessi at that in 
order to bring home the importance of e Loan, committeemen must 
vi it av ry ctit>n of la.nd and personally 1 cuss he ub, ct with 
he farmers. i th more tb a ek to complete t e campaign, t out-

1 o is encour ging. Preliminary results re suf icient to u tif1 
he beli th notwithstanding the a1ze of the territory, the thinly 

settled character of many istricts, be great 1ata.nces to be covered, 
an .. he dif icul y of et tin into touch with indivi ual farmers, the 

1 trict as a whole ill make an extremely ea.ti £actory response am 
ubscribe veTy heavy amount. 




