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In common ·:; i th other po.rts of the country, the. Ninth ~eser:,re 
District is suf ering from .:. severe 0 €:.r s!1.o~tt.g~ ,;;.,.~ch durin~ tee 
month has created serious problems in the d1str1but1on ?f c?c.1 ,in 
the .:.ndling of grc.in from country points t o. te:rmi::r.ls~ 1.n ~ ~ e _ _ 
movement of flour c.nd othar mc:..m. f.::.ctured c...rt icles a ~.nd in t .. e tr .... ns 
port~tion of pra~tic ally ~11 the commodi t ies thGt mo~e in vol~~s~ 
In Uont ana,especi ~lly,tbe ccr shortage h ~s resulted in ~:even~~n6 
f-rmers from mt.king deli varies of gr::..in to country elev ..... l, ors t~~ t 
are t.1.l rec.dy :'illed. up. They ~ ---ve hr..d no option but to fi~d tem­
porury st·or;:;.ge or ~ .:tul t:Ueir wne..,.t to E"vnother shipp;ng P?int. ~r 
b .ck t o tl:e f.1rm. Very 11 ttle improvement in the si tu:-..t1ol:1 r.c..s _ 
occurred, ,:md cl.though Northern Minnesott.. lines .... re rele~si:_1.::: L .... rge 
numbers of ore cars,which ~ill in turn rele~se e proport1onc..te 
number of box c.:-..rs, t e number of cc:.rs th~.t : innesota lines ~re . -
c.bl e to send E~.s t ·.i:ill h.:.ve no very c.pprecic.ble effect., cons1.der1 no 
t . .:.t tt.e sn.ort....ge i s Llrec.dy estim.:-.ted over the country ;;.s ;:.. ·,-v~ole 
~t more th~n 110 000 cars . The millin~ .industry within the dis-

' 0 h t . trict is seriously effected, ;;..nd predictions .1re m.:de t . .:. a s--..~rp 
curtailment in production will follow ,unless e~ly relief c ~n be 
obtc.ined Gnd cars secured for eastern lo~ding. 

The tr~de situ~tion over the district ~s ~ vhole is ex­
cellent . Merchc.ndising .1t country points is in good volume,2..nd 
both country merch .:..nts .:..nd those in the wholesru.e distributing 
trade report excellent collections ~nd u considerable reduction 
of past due (;..Ccounts , a.s compr~red ;vith other yec.rs . 

Industrial lines a.re m.:.inta.ining a. large production with 
orders 2..heud suffic ient to guc...runtee active oper~ti ons through 
the winter . As~ result~ l e.bar is fully employed a.t good ~.:.ges , 
~nd the dem.:;.nd is equ;;.l to or somewhat in excess of the supply. 
The di strict is free from disturbanoes, and labor has rec ent l y 
benefited from a perceptible tendency to grant increases of pcy 
in consider~tion of the adv~ncin0 cost of living. Price aver~ges 
0:1 the commodities entering into t':ie living of J.n a.ver~e f.::.mily 
snow .!ll .:~dvc.nce f or t:he month, ..... nd very shup incre::..ses as comi:,c.rad 
with~ ye~r ~go. The shortc.ge of potatoes is reflected in un­
usu':"lly high pri ces for this essential i tern , which is pr'oving ~ 
serious hardship to f amilies with small incomes. 

Over the ri.gricul tur.::i.l sect ions of tl,e district -> the amount 
of fall ,ork .... ccomplisr.ed before freezing ·11ec::..t:'ler set is is un­
usually 1.::..r e , . s.:.tisfc..ctory moisture conditions .:.nd the l ..... ..i." ..... e 
~mount of f~ll plowin0 c.re f~ctors ~hich give very favor ~b u­
;,romiae for the spring plc.ntinb season . Reports ·indicc.te t::c.t 
.:.s ~ ·vnole t:1e farmers J._;::.ve : eeded seed ·:( eat and seed cor!'l 
-..rrvrninbs tl .::..t were sent ou~ e.:.r lier ..... nd hc..ve m.:..de provision :r,.· 
spring dem ... ..nds. Tnis is especi.::.lly true of corn , T: e far:n .-:r. 
r- ..... ve sho;rn unusu.11 interest in providing t:.iemsel ves -:vi th fU:..j ., 
m~tured seed of fine qu~lity . 
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Crop yec.r receipts of ·:1 eat .... t ~ inne2..poli - i:?.n 
DUl h -""rom ~pt• ber 1 to ::0·1em· er .2~t· ...:::ao to 58,801 ., 000 
bushel 2.g ... in-t 1 7,639,000 bus:-. ls .... ye .:.go . T!le jiffer-

s e to t~e s-ort crop,on ~co~n o: ~~ic soma of t~e 
mills ':;::.vc c.lrec. y been vompclled o close o.,n. E. perts 

0 r in tr .... de believe h ... t - subst ti ... l p rcent.:..~e o t, 
·a'--"- 1 s .:_e ~t .s lre ove to . rket .:.lo 6 ti: l. . ..r;e .:.mo nts 

o.i: old ·.1l:e.:.t e ld b~ok on t~e f .r ·s, -:;h c · h .... s move i re~ponse 
.,o t:.e s: . ..::.rp ,-::.rd endency o rices. in: t::.e 1 ~st ... 
.: -.y;:. o ... tr.e month whe ... t receded some·.1h ..... t from t:-ie previou-1 
e et:1ely .i...). point . :o-::-e er., o· ser er .... re i clin~ to 
'.)eliav ... t ... t t:1a rec.ction is tempor .ry .... n t : • .:.t pr ce- on .. 1 
5th..l ::- .... in ill co t·nue ~i-h t·:ro .:,l'.out :: e ·."'inter . As 

'ic..:. ion of t:::e pro:i t m .. ·.de c..by fc.r~ ers 1:-io ·_._ve -r.:..i is 
t ... t t. e price p .... i -""or b .... rle .:.t t:he mill dur i a 

st -;;ee · o:' t:·.e rnont ) ';7 ... s in one c ....... e <- l:i;:.. s 1.1 c · ... • 
~ a_i -le fl.:.;{ c.:..rgo moviri.; do;m tr-.. e L ~es, oun.;i s to .;,is ., 000 
:;·· :..elo.,re rese ... ed .... vclue o:' 1,.33 ., 350. 

Cons ctiOL oper .... ti i t:.e '._rrain.-:; istric ... ;;; ::i. ... ve 
be~ 1Ui e cctlve., "i .... not·ce~ole dispos·ti on to cre~se tt.e 
number of silos., d""iry b .... r s, •nd r.o b ... ~rns. Urb .... n :on;;,truction 
:..:; · · olume, bu is being : .. el..:> b .... ck by t·,e · ei· :_i,..; pri e 
prov~11· n for c:..11 buil inb m·.teri.. ... ls ; ~nd t ere ih ... s 'been c. 
:-.a.ice. le d. spo ition d. rin.- tr ..... mo o de..,.e on e .,.., .::. d 
construction until ~pr·n~ in-the .op .... of c~e·per constr ct ·on ost. 

f ~.vor 
R ilroad ru r·c is heuvy.,an e 

Coun r b·nk depo~i s ~re 1i~ 
.a c: • .:.noe . Lo .... ~s <--nd isco rts reflec 

nings correspo u in-1 

.:.nd r~te so~ li tle or 
.... s-tis ac or ~e~~n, 

_ ~.+ t:e e.:.~1 y =e ~ce gr-in prod ct on,~·n~ c1n- o: 
t 1e c op movement., wh · ch h ... s .... 11 en very 12..r ely upon the Feder --.1 
reserve b nk,::.ct· .g .. it· .... r-er con::::erc·. in- ... i ' ·ans ~: 
termin ... s, .... s .... .lre .... y .re uired .... l.:.rger tot~l volume o cy 

·:hts c .... lled o oy t:.c rop ~ ye ... r ~C"'O . T .i is 
for · t;, oy .... - .... c r...:.t ..... ·.il e :i.e production is ... r .or ~ .:e 
.:-.varu.go prices h'-ve been ex remely hii:;h . 

Th e trict .:..s .... ·,•t ole presents ... con i tion ot un-
r tr . Bu-- l..ess men ... .re lcoki for.:~r' : o ~ very 

;:.- a i .... y tr ... d:?, ... n to .... conti u.4tion oft·~,.. presen 
;:, 01- • . b + t · 1 1 1 · • u s 1 n o., . re .... i o es ... "" ._. a. m •. n -
- f-' :- es, ... nrou~::. n., er n:o . me t. e 1.:-.r e · 

1 1 r.. .... er s ve vc u:, e o... ne ·:e , suffi .:.er.t 
0 - .. ,:e r;.c e le rne iorces 

i r t h· o · 191? . 




