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"Business as usu "should not only be the slogan, but the 
policy o every business man, banker and ndi i ual in this istrict. 
The spring ou.tlook is as favorable as it bas ever been at thi at • 
The volume o business in manuf cturin lines, in the whole ale tra e, 
in the lumber tr e, an in r tail merchan ising i Banks are 
meetin the pring demands without evidences o str over the 
ntire district, a condition of unu ual ctivity pr Mls. Th coun-

tr hole 111 en. oy oo busines uring 1917, and while con-
serv ti m ..-rill prevail , the underlying factor that go.a.rant e prosper­
ity are la.illl1 in evidence. In the Northwest , especially, upon which 
here wi l be heavy demands for food stuffs , not alone- for do stic 

l onsumption but for foreign export , ther is v ry reason to lo 
forward to a period during which the prim nee Hi ties, whioh embr ce 
he principal pro ct• of this district, will be 1n very active deman 

good prices . Bu imss activity 11, therefore, thoroughly guaran­
t eed by the domestic and inte national si t uation, and tbe outlook 1• 
favorable . 

At this date, a. critical. condition -exiats as to he Nortb-
eatern whe t crop. Some delay in seeding h s alre dy occurred on 

account of snow and .vet eatber, and it is possible that the acr ge 
hoped for may not b secured. Upon the other h d, the Northwe t 
has never seen con 1 ti on of such vigorou.a a.ct i vit y on the part of 
farmers, bankers and merchant., and all others intereated in a aucoeaa­
tul ear roman gl'ioultural standpoint, d every force in the North­
west bas solidly unit d behiIJd the farmers to provide money, seed and 
help, and to ecu e record br akin crops. T e results of th is ffort 

re illu tr ted by the condition in a single North Dakota county, h re 
since .April 16th I or ized work of the bankers a.nd bu 1ness men b s 
resul te in ple g I rom f mars to plant 10 , 600 ad. i tional acre of 
wheat that W0uld not therwiae have been put into th oun • 

The natural apprehension th t alwa s exi ts at this riod, 
n t be allo d to crea e t impr sion a t e orth~ st 

In th f aoe of drouth, rus and hail laat year, 
Pport !'9Ceived. by thi bank indica e that th North Iakot wh at 

rea. e Will not be much l9ss than normal. Sotn9 incre sa will be 
o in nnesot • Sou. h akot will plant a good. neat crop. 

The aero e of whe t in ontan will be inc ed . The district, 
v.bole , with t le t e ding 1 completed. 

roalises to ho b t r ye · o, put in pon 
carefully propared ground, and under the mo t favor bl moisture con,­

t ion th t the district h seen in many y ars. A.8 to other grain 
crops, there will be l rge incre se in the rl f creage a well 

o ts n rye, In orth D ot and ontan , there will b sub .. 
st ti inc s in the fla:x acre • Very ar inc ea es in corn 
pl ti re al.rea y as ured, and ehoul ther condition :urin 
th ~eriod 1n hich it will still be pr ctic be to seed wh t, prov 

t l un! or ble, su den nd very considerable increase in the 
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th district, Which is, in the opinion of thi bank, un,1us tifi ble, 
sine it is vary probable th t before the fall months, the pric 
of staple comnodities will be lONer than at the present time. Under 
war condition, it is desir ble that all citizens exercise cons rva­
ti11m an thoughtful care Sudden and violent econoD137 can produc 
no result except ,c dimirtiah the volume of business and cause uffer­
i b1 thr07ling out of employment thoa who at this time more than 
at any other perl od, need stea y work . Great ood mi gb.t be accomp­
lished if the tend oy toward economy could be made to manife tit­
self in a much more rigid and careful study of waste, both from the 
individual standpoint an from the family a.n community tandpoi nt s. 
The conservation of food ll'llpplies, hlc:h iB of importance to the 
N tion, can be vastly ided, if every individual will make war upon 
the dr ins and losae that occur tb.rougb carelessne an in ifference 
ae to v.hat goes into the garbage can. 

:Banking conditions are very ound. A heal hy tendency 
toward a hardening of rates was noticeable during the month , an 
th pr sent rate ba is at the larg r centers is lightly hi er than 
a. month , o . The deman 1s active, but is confined to loan prompted. 
by soun bu ine s neceasity, very lit le money is going into n w 
enterprhes . S vings deposit ehowmaltby gains. Some pre sure ha.s 
be n put upon the larger city institutions by the demandS of their 
country correspondents, but not more than is ordinarily noticeable 
at this ae son of the year, 
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