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v 1 ents int e seed corn eituation du ing the month ar1 
not esp ci ly _ncour g ng, In section• re it wa su pos tba 
per nt · of he 1917 crop ha maturo without being touched by t o 
i proven impo sibl to locat any unt of at s actory s~ed 

le for hi ment to d.i trict th3.t bav The t t amount 
of' s e corn hich b n loc te through t tha ha b en 
in pr ogre s for more th m nth past, is ry s i th t 
d nd th 11 ari t;h spring. 

he promi e of ssi c urcha.s 
c b eate prospe t of n 

th hat can be locate 1n the ban 11 £ 
impr • o a.re in progress to encour ge the 
por of trict •mere corn is raise , to 

he fi to amoun ee t can in 
the e reports, i on o 

l s 
ch 

e 
i ff • 

lant a normal sprin 
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he busine outloo hrougbout the 19tri t s improv some-
t uri g the p· s ten d:3.ys s Te t of the can ellation f railroad 

priority order , an thee is a prospec t t n ed shipment will ons 
forw rd more re.· Uy t an :for otna time past. 11 e no a: preeiable cllange 
in the traff c situation has yet occurr , here is consiier bl opeful­
ness on he rt o line of busine s c i fly interested that the result 
of GoveI'?l!Den control will be to slowly r stor order, nd put a.n en to 
th e ious i t in the ove t f e t t b v continusd 
or many months t. 

Ex c:utivea of many of the mor important buslnee in tit t1one 
t t · pgndent upon he pro P- ity of th t ict an 1c pate a nor-
mal bus· ness ing t e fir t half of 1913. r report ind.le t con-
fid nee tli-at tha volume of tra e will hol up l, and t ha. he result , 
measured in rm of money, will comp e av y with 1917, which 

hol a vary oo In terms of ateria.l, s l a will prob y 
be l The enhanced of all goods an commodities is a fac o n 
th s nt 1 tua.tion pro,ring to be of om e. The 
ii no heait ion so far on th~ rt of country tr , dvan e orders 
for spring livery sati a.cto y. In the western part of be 
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the fir t half of 1918 will bring about a 9 ch.an es , l 
be 11 om lasses of m r bandise t t ill mov'3 slowly. no evi-

enee of y ide-spre isposition on t e rar of buysr tail 
volume o in iv dual pu.rchas s. l ough t e i some i enc of 

eona "a. iv buying I expreasin 1 tself e iefiy throu. the :ucec1 
ing of none sentials. taple art clee n ce aitie re moving 

in 1Z.O volume, and any _ in eh a.et r o buying t a com s about 
nll in all probability show itself in some~ a sl~ver mov nt of ood 
ha may be cl sed as luxuries. 1th every prospect of continu tion 
or consider blepariod of ve hi price for farm product , and with 

b tt r on itions s to the employm9nt of 1 bor and rates of p y t h s 
exi ad or numb r o ars , e e is no 11 elihoo t les of t ple 
mere an 1 e or of goo s an su pli s t t are nee sa.ry for he mainten-
9,nca of do prosperous popul tion will di mini eh. On the contra.ry, ther ii 
every prob bility that the normal volume of ale wil b ma.intaine , 
h prob b lity th t th y Will incre e o oms nt . 

Mi - nter crop prediction are usu.ally unsati factory. At tb.B 
same imt survey of the &1 tuation develops an information upon whi h 
s 1.ng con 1 t ons m y be foie: s In Montana , t e ere of wint 
mea s a. out •he va ge, n b.e prospects for p ing whe t are only 

1r on ccount of the shorta of good seed, which extends o e r.aeti-
cally 11 of the Montana grain territory t e estern half of orth 
Dakot , and the short ge of feed. 

In the northw at rn counties of Montan · , t e prospects for pring 
phnting a.re better than in other sections of the tat • ch lan tha 
was broken la t year :f'or flax will p obably be s eded o eat this spri~. 
In - or h ot , th re ha been very heavy incre se in the ry a.ere ge, 
running frolD 50i to 75~ oveT last year. Present iruii,zation ar th t 
there will be a. dee ease of from 10 to 15 in t e spring ld:leat ac ea e, 
although favor ble spring rith the present attractive rain prices may 
hav t e feet of overcoming to om ext nt the pres nt prospective 
shortage. outb Dakota has heavily increas t e rye er ag , an in 
comon witn nnesota. and orth Dakota, ill probably show a deer ased. 
planting of corn. The e is ome increa e in th rye acrea e in Minn eta., 
an the pros ct o con d rable inc ease int e spring plan in of 
b rley. 

Tb extant to hich extremely favorable price for lies oek 
ave o feet the 1917 loss on ain crops throughout the entire is-

trict it hardly :ppreciate excep by thos who bav closely foll ow d. 
the situation. On o th fortu?1Stte re ults of t past year is tha. 
far re ere thus en ble to iscount the aeriou e ects of the crop 
f ilure. In stern orth D ota n e stern Montan , e '" 11 b many 
instance in the spring of far a, especially thos who have recently 
gone into theae sections, who will need financial a.s 1st ca in put ing 
in th ir rope. Ove the remainder of e istrict, farmers a.re in~ ry 
fair financial hape . The chi agricultural problem a; thh time is 
t t of obt ining et af· tory upplies of , an of providing method 
fo the financing of s ed chases in the istri ts tat re r at it 
by l" st ye r 1s f ilur , 

There is noticeable change in public opinion with the coming 
o th9 n year. The da ermlnation o the people of the orthw et to tand 
solidly by th Gov rnment an r nd r the fullest po si ble sup ort tn men 
and money und9r pr sent wa.r con 1 tions is clearly apparent . Peopl , who 
in 1917 kept busines on an even keel and wer yet bl e to sub cribe 
$208,591 1000 for th purch se of war bon s, and MlO re re:PJ."es nt d in 
every branch of the n :val and mi itary service, and o hav sent args 
forcee to the fighting front d to the tr ining camps, y be de ended 
upon du ing the coming year to fully disc arge y re pon i bili ties t at 
are placed upon them. 




